IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR 1.97(E) 

Commissioner for Patents 
U.S. Patent Office 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313 

Attached hereto is a copy of the European Search Report for the European Patent application corresponding 
to the present application. Also enclosed are Form PTO-1449 and the foreign references cited thereon. 

The relevance of the enclosed references is explained on the enclosed European search report. It is 
respectfully requested that these documents be considered by the examiner and an initialed copy of each 
form be returned to the undersigned. 

1 . The undersigned hereby certifies: 

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months 
prior to the filing of the statement. 

2. No fee is believed to be necessary. If however, a fee is necessary, the commissioner is hereby 
authorized to charge any necessary fees with this communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit 
Account No. 03-1677. 

It is believed that this disclosure complies with the requirements of 37 C.F.R. sec.(s) 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, 
and the Manual of Patent Examining Procedures sec. 609. If for some reason the examiner considers 
otherwise, it is respectfully requested that the undersigned be notified so that any deficiencies can be 
remedied. 
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